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The bleſſings of this life , and-that 
which 1s to come, &Cc. 
Be &; Here 1 nothing un this 
Q Continent , or within the 
# Content of obo vaſt wor/d, 
SY. that hath not in it ſome 
quality which may benefit other crea» 
tres, The ayre yeelds fooules the was 
ters Fiſh,the earth fruits, Afnuch m ore 
may itbe verified of perſons than of 
'ugs , of creatrires mntellrgible, than 
of tnjenſible; of learned men, more tha 
ignorant; who may edifice and profit. 
many by their 0wvy ' knowledge, The 
Arnthoy heresf was nnato mee both 4 
T rtor and a neere affine : ſomewhat 
therefore may,much ought not ( with- 
out entrenching on the bounds of m0» 
aſty) a him, He was a Mis 
A 2 crocoime 


The Epiltle 
croculme , a litle wor!d within the 
Hemiſphere of this greater , that ſee- 
med for his uaturall endowments of 
knowledgereaſon, judgment wiſdome, 
and all ſupernaturall gifts , to outſtrip 
many of bis equall contemporaries, 
frperiors bothin age and place, He it 
wai whom Oxford ſo mnch admired 
for induſtry,ingennity, rationability, 
and judr ons ſolidity in things per- 
raining tothe liberal ſciences ; And 
the Church at this day,tm Achitophel 
the wicked Polititian ( compoſed by 
this Author ſtands ſtupified & ama- 
zed, wondring at the ſubtility + po- 
licy bumanegtogether with y know « 
ledge and Speeulations divine , which 
the God. of Heaven exhibited unto 
him in ſuch an exuberant c>abundant 
meaſure, Diſaſtrous occarrents at. 
tempted often the ſtifling hereof befo1 e 
the birth: for had net a Zin ſeman's (10, 
Ca.) friendly hand given ut /afe con- 
p antt 
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autt over the Surges of the Ocean , it 
all likelyhood it had periſhed on the 
Netherland Bores.( as his indefatiga» 
ble labonrs, witnc([ed by his mauſtrie 
0145 U tgtancy in the O pticks ; » made 
farpwrackin the Iriſh ſcagthe irrecu- 
perable lofſe whereof is mr he” to he de- 
ploy ed, Well, Ple welcome this the 
more,objetted to my view,& pernſ al. 
Now having read it ,C: > perces ving by 
the ſtyle thereof,as al/o by the teftimo- 
») and certam approb, ation of that fas 
mous and learned Divine Nt Matthi- 
as Style, the Authors mot inadeared 
end intimate friend , that this 1s not 
any adulterate and legitimate , but 
genuine and naturall brood , his Oft- 
{pring; (to ſpeak un the Poets, Apo- 
les phraſe. ) / thought my {elte (% 
bleſſed emoyment of tuition and in- 
feruttion fr om him ) nor more by oifts 
enabled,than ia duty and conſcience 
obliged;to endeavonry toilluſtrate the 
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good parts of him , whoſe f::me (man- 
gre maltonityYwill with great acſt one 
ments contend for perpetmity, T his 
Sermon, or rather two daies worke, 
preached before the learned Unrvers- 
fty ar S Marjes in Oxford , being af- 
terwarads reviewed , and contratted, 
was intended ( as may be ſuppoſed by 
the paſſaves therin ) for a Panls-Crofs 
Sermon. and had not deaths propera- 
09 and diſmal approach in a ſtrange 
land rrevented the Authors prepara- 
tion.and anticipated a [caſonable op- 
portzriity , it wonld not at this time 
bave ſtood in need of a 8 chollars, 
triends,or kinſmars help aſſiſtance, 
either to have fitted , or farthered it 
for the Preſſe. Now althou We the waſt 
univerſe might preſent nnto my C01/t- 
aerate choice, 74717 renowned wor thy 
Patrons that would receive this Or- 
phane to howſe.and nivcit habitation, 
con:tenance,and pri teftion ; yet afte; 
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conſultation,and (ome deliberation , I 
hambly 4 edicate theſe Excogitations, 
and divine Oratories of my kin(man 
ard Allie the Arthsr,unto your lear- 
wed ſelfe which 1 ſhould not ( ty cone 
feſſe ingentorfly) have done , had not 
your Schellerſhip ſaxndneſſe,ſrucerity, 
and integrity bin more eminent thay 
your Deanery or dignity.T hat I have 
prefixed your name , was it becauſe 
ſometimes your Worſhip was of the 
ſame Colledge with the Author , and 
contemporary with bim,C> conſequet 
ly might be thought an approoved in 
ſtrument fot to propagate , yet pres 
ſerve thu off ſpring? Gr was it a fond 
ſuppeſall of adding 6119ht to your (not 
more deſired thar. deſerved )exaltatio 
on? Nothing lefſecbut of gaining ſor 
what from your ſelfe unto the worke, 
that being ſo wnſcribed , it might carry 

with it ſome ſhew of innate worth, 
which ſhines (9 apparent! from the 
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iBlendor of your learned boſome, Lt 
the eminency of your place, and perſ01 
grve at luſtre,reputation,and author; 
rv:/o all not after-agesr find a grave, 
rr bury it in the darkneſſe of oblivien, 
AnFficionſly regarding it, be you 4 
Patron aud guard unto it : imitating 
the goodne Fa of the alt-ſufficient and 
eftcrent-bleſſing , and preſerving 
«fence; who unto his beloved ones, 
thongh not meriting favorites; uu 4a 
$114 anda Shield, a Sun to comfort, 
411 a Shield to proteft. So ] commend 
yort to God, e+ to the word of his grace, 
which # able to brild yort up, andto 
give you an inheritance amongs#t all 
them that are ſanAified. The God of © 
heaven perpetuate mot only your 
preſent exa/tation , but improveit to 


your further advaiicement here : The 


Lord guide you by his ('ounſaile and 
after that receive you to his glory, 
Y ur Woithips in hs fercereit attections, 
3nd utmoſt cadeavors rocommand, 
N. H, 
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MATTH, 11. 21. 
woe nnto thee Corazin,woe unto thee 


Bethſaida: for if the mighty works 
which were done in you, had been 
don. inTyreand $ ;yaon, they had 
repented long agoe. ſitting in ſacks 
cloth and aſhes, 


Hame, albeit the 
daughter of Sinne be- 
comes {ometimes the 
{ mother of converſion? 
& 1hoſe whom neith er 
a friends advice can reRify, nor a 
Magiltrats {word correQ,only ſhame 
makes ſenſible of tranſgreſſion: and 
whexe all good motions elſe ſeem 
meere ſtirangers,this one is admitted 

ay j 
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as a profatable though unwelcome 
guclt. This diſpoſition perhaps, found 
our Saviour in the ſtubborne & (tit- 
necked Fewes, whole frozen eart- 
firings when neitber gentle admo- 
nition could thaw, nor prodigious 
miracles work to a converſion ; 
ſhame and reproach (tep in, as ready 
to underrake a reformation. Hee 
whoſe omnipotence could out of 
theſe ſtones have raiſed up children 
unto Abraham ,and at the firſt touch 
of his gracious influence have kind- 
led the ſparkels of contrition, ſeemes 
in this place, rather to expe, than 
to prevent the:r inclination;to make 
them ſenſible of finne . ere they ob- 
tained mercie. Wherefore deriving 
his reproofe from a gentle expoltu- 
lation; ſome 4. veries before my 
Text , he proceeds to.taxe in them, 
two capital] and haynous enormi- 


ties: the one of /»fideliry, the other 
of 


 2p98,07 Warning peece, 2 
of [ngratitud? . Whereof the one 
diſcovers it ſelfe in their negletof 
thoſe ſacred Prophets, which from 
A1oſes to Fobn nave traced theline 
of oQr Meſſiah: for all the Prophets 
( quothour Savioxr ) and the Law 
propheſieduntill /9hy, and if yee 
will receive it, this is F/rzs which 
was for to come. The other in thew 
contempt ,1n ſhutting their eycs a» 
gain{t the {anſnine of the glorious 
G-/p:4,to wehhealludes inthe 16.v. 
the compariſon of little children fit- 
ting in the market place,and crying, 
Hee have piped, and yee have not 
danced.we have monrued, and ye have 
not wept Dut finding at length the 
ſhaft of his rebuke , and comminati- 
on either lightly lodged in their 
breaits, or contemptuouſly refleted 
backe; is inforced at laſt to draw 
home to the head,and enforce their 
tifneckes, either to ſubmit to = 
truth - 
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eruth, or ſtand it out to their owne 
deſtraftion ; Whercin hee ſeemes 
to play the found Diſþutant , which 
puts his belt ſtrength on the laſt 
puſh; or the wiſe Orator z whois 
taught by his Art to crowne his 
Concluſions with the moſt urgent 
motives. 

Having therefore hitherto cou- 
chedin a generall repoofe, what hee 
left to each mans private applicati- 
on,he deſcends in particular to ta: ec 
thoſe Cities, wherein he had prea- 
ched fo many Sermons, and acd 
ſo mighty Miracles : Then began hee 
to upbraid the Cities neere about hins. 
wherein moſt of his mighty workes 
were done, becarſe they repented not, 
Where we may obſerve firlt as a 
preface to my Text- 

IT. Thatour Saviowr ſought not 
the meanesof bitterneſſe, and ſharpe 
£xprobration , but when bee found 


by 
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by long experience all otherhelpes 
to faile, and his beſt purpoſes rackt 
on the laſt fextremity : W hennei- 
ther preaching enforced attention, 
nor the gift of Miracles ingendred 
faith z when neither a friendly ad- 
vicecould purchaſe a good acceps 
tance, nor a generall reproofe chal- 
lenge interett in their diſpoſitio;ft- 
nally when finne was growne to 


, that headand height, that like the 


Sea,it diſdained all ſhew of oppoſi- 
tion,then began our Saviour tou 
braid theſe cities wherein molt of 
his Miracles were done; becauſe they 
repented not. 

2. That Chrift upbraiding the 
ewes (lackneſle, featoned his (harpe 
Meſſage with ſuch a Moderation , 
that he neither roved farre off in ge- 
neralities, nor too neerely deſigned 
the particulars, but only named the 

Citrties. 
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Citties,and taxed their tranſgret!i- 
ons. ne ſhewed not himſelfelike the 
Andabates of our time , who h»ht 
with tier eycs ſhut: or like unskil- 
full gunners who diſcharge their 
Artillery cre they approach the 
marke. On the other ſide, he Jeſſe 
afteted their faſhion, who directed 
rather by ſpleen than conſcience, 
arc ready toſtrike at him that ſtands 
next, as though they miſtook the 
man for the faulr, and intended tc 
ſpare the vice, and wound the per- 
fon. 

3. Knowing well that reforma- 
tion muſt begin at home, hee roves 
not abroad to forraine Countrics, 
under the veile of other mens de- 
formities to ſhrowd their weakncs; 
bur begins with the Citties neere 
about him, wherin moſt of his mij- 
racles were wrought, as the firſt and 
fittclt 
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fitreſt ſubjeR of reprehenſion, 


4. Laſtly, he takes not advantage 
of the lealt ip, nor runnes through 
a catalogue of humane imperfecti- 
ons, bur at the firſt blow [ſtrikes a* 
the root it {clfe, to wit, their ſtupid 
and grofle umpenitence. 

Having hitherto by Gods aſli- 
ſtance and your Chriſtian patience, 
drawne this curtain to my Text, 
your favourable afte&tio will,I hope 
bold the candle, whil{t 1 on this 2 2. 
of the 11. of Mathew read on this 
our Sav30urs pithy, and patheticall 
E xprobration: Woe unto thee Coras 
1m, woe wnto thee Bethſaida; for if 
thoſe mighty works had been done in; 
Tyre and Sidon, which have been done 
1 yon. they had repented long agoe in 
ſackelo hand aſhes, 

2, Which parcell of holy Scrip- 
ture, naturally ſhoots into thefe two 
branches. 
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branches. Firſt, a commination in 
theſe words, Poe unto thee Corazin, 
woe unto thee Bethſaida.Secondly,an 
Exprobration in the words follow- 
ing: For if thoſe mizhty works had 
beex done 1n Tyre and S1don,ec.The 
Commination againe divides it ſelfe 
mto theſe two parts, 

1. A woe threatned, 2. The pe. 
ſons ts whom, the inhabitants of Beth- 
[arda and (orazin. The exprobrati- 
91 or upbraiding part , conſiſting in 
a comparative oppoſition between 
Bethſaida and Coratzin on the one 
part,and the 7 yrians 8& Sidonians on 
the other part, points out unto us 
theſe three circumſtanees, 

I. The perſons compared with 
Chorazin and Bethſaida, to wit the 
T yrians and Sidonians. 2,The things 
wherein they are compared, the ac- 
ceptance of Chriſts ations, 3. The 

effects 
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eftets which might have followed 
on the good uſe of theſe means , to 
wit, Repentancegwhichlatter directs 
us to two other points. 1, 7he 
time of theiy conditionall repentance, 
T hey had repented long agoe. 2.The 
manner & degree of their repentance, 
In ſack-cloth and aſhes, W hich pla- 
ces of this plentifull, and fruitfall 
Text,being opened,the whole ſence 
is ready toflow into this pathetical 
expoſtulation, 

2, More ready and willing (O 
Bethſaida and (orazn) hath my 
mercy ſhewed it ſelfe to ſecond 
your converſion, than the Rigour 
of my juſtice to threaten your con» 
fuſion: and had the vchemency of 
my frequent preaching purchaſed 
your lealt attention; or the expreſ- 
fon of my wondrcus miracles 
awak'd the leaſt contrition : long 

inc? 
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ſince had your puniſhment been re- 
mitted, and your pardon {ealed. 
What Citty .cver oveiſlipped fo 
faireand large advantages which ay 
open to Salvation, or trod out {0 
direta path to their own perditi. 
on? WhatNation could ever vaunt 
of a ſurer foorſtep in Golds promi- 
ſes; orchallenge tot ſelfe a firmer 
confidence in my proteftion ? The 
ſcatof your nobility, derived from 
theraceof worthy Parriarks,; your 
bappy plantation1n a Land flowing 
-wath milk and hony; the Garniſh: 
ſepulchers of fo many Prophets, 
the fruitfull Rock of Yeſſe derived 
through ſo many Kingly Branches; 
your preheminence above the Gen- 
tiles, in whoſe vppoſed wants you 
may read the abundance of Gods 
favour: Your lcarncd Seribes and 
Dottors of the Law , whole pennes 

wer? 
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were the Secretaries of trath, and 
their hearts as ſo many Temples to 
enſhrine, the Oracles of wiſdome, 
might have long fince taught you to 
trace out the true Meſſiah, and have 
tound your ſafety.But when che ſub- 
ſtance of thoſe ſhadowes appears 
in his own likeneſſe,to check uns 
certainty , and your own cyes be- 
come the witnefles of my wonders, 
what curfofity can expett a fallacy, 
or promiſe to itſe]Ifea more evident 
demonſtration? My wees therefore 
muſt I double on your infidelity, and 
from your ingratitude will I ſhut up 
the bowels of my compaſſion. Had 
Tyre & Sidon maritime Citics, (the 
Sea. off ſprings and off-skumme of 
Nations) heard my Sermons, or 
found a means to fee my Miracles; 
had tame ar lealt ſtood fo propitions 
to have performed a fart full met> 
ſage between mvofter; & their In- 
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digence, their acceptance had «long 
ſithence ſiniled on my favours; long 
ſince had their repentance ſhewn it 
ſelfe legible in ſackcloth and aſhes, 
the apparant characters of contrit:os, 

Weigh a litle in the ſcale of a ju- 
dicious cenſure, Their wants, and 
your endow ments;how ſhort comes 
Your providence toapprehend your 
opportunities? How farre had gone 
their diligence in improoving the 
means to their beſt advantage? ſet 
face to face oppoſite on one ſtage; 
their barbarous and ſea-borne diſ- 
poſition, undiſciplined to wholſome 
Lawes, and untutoured to civility; 
your ſctled & well.weighed policy, 
promiſing no lefle than the {everc{t 
practiſe of picty and religion ; The 
dawning light of nature, diſdaining 
as it wcre to ſhine to their in{truct1- 
on; the clecr Sunſhine of our $4. 
2406r,and his miracles every where 
OPEn= 
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opening to your cooverſion, T hoſe 
:00zening impoſtures of Sathan al- 
waiesprelt to their perdition ; thoſe 
divine Oracles of Truth whoſe 
mouthesare daily open to your Sa/- 
vation; What cunning advocate can 
ſtepin, to excuſe your ſinnes , or 
lacke my ſentence ? Ioppole not 
the examples of the worthieſt to 
{urmount you , but of the weakeſt 
to ſhame you, A nation which hath 
not knowne me ſhall ſerve me ; and 
a people which you have beheld 
with ſcorne , yce ſhall record with 
envy. The ſlaves of my contempt 
ſhall become the ſubject of your ad- 
miration , and where you ſought 
the glory of precedence , ſhall you 
ſcarce find the grace of Imitation. 
A path ſhall be broken open even 
trom the Gates of Barbari/me , to 
Abrahams bolome: and thoſe whom 
you haye barred from your com- 
munion, 
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munion, ſhall you finde the ſweet 
ch1|dren of my adoption. From the 
Eaſt and from the Weſt,a faire rode- 
way lies opento the City of the 
sawnts; and the doore of repentance, 
which your perverte ſtubbornneſle 
hath ſhutup,thall the light of nature 
diſcover untotbe Gentiles. 

The greateſt ſhame of a gene- 
rous remper , is to ſtoope to the 
fubjet of his owne. mitpriſion, 
and who but a coward without 
great reluctance can ſtrike faile, 
when hee hoped a conquelt ? In the 
very browes of thoſe oppolites 
which faile of your advantages , yet 
are ready to outſtrip you in profict- 
ency, may you read my jutt !en- 
tence, and your deſerved condem- 
nation. My impartiall jultice gives 
no hope of bertrer , nor your trani- 
oareſſion leaves roome for worle, 


Foe unto thee { horazin, woe wnto| 


thee 
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thee Beth(arda, ec. Hitherto have 
we rivel]'d our that line which wee 
find twiſted together in my T ext 
25 in one clue: whilſt I by Goas af- 
ktance deſcend to each particular, 


my weakneſle I hope ſhall purchaſe 
your indulgence,or at leaſt the mat* 
ters excellencedeſerve your belt at- 
tention. 

4, Thefirſt part inthis generall 
diviſion propoted to our diſcourſe is 
a Commination, wherem you may 
be pleaſed rooblerve with me theſe 
two circumſtances, firlt the manner, 
ſecondly the matter. | 

The manner of our Savors 
ſpeechin his commination , ſhewes 
tſelfe in his Rhetorical) expreſ- 
ſon,confiſting both in an apt Trope, 
and an elegant figure ; the one Me- 
touymicall, wherein the places are 
taken for the inhabitants : the orher 
an elegant doubling or Ty” 
the 
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the ſame word,which the Khetorics* 
ans call Anaphora. Hence might we 
draw a dodrine for the profitable 
and good uſe of eloquence in pub- 
lique exerciſes ; as that which is 
commended to us by Chrift him- 
{elfe, as the handmaid of religious 
policy , and mother of perſwaſton. 
Bur to venture my diſcourſe upon 
{olarge a ſubjeR,as the ſacred Ora- 
cles of the Prophets might ſuggeſt, 
I ſhould ſhew my ſelfe like S. eAu- 
ſtins child , who laboured with a 
litle ſpoone to exhauſt the bound- 
lefle Ocean, Who (o liſt to tranſport 
the eye of his obſervance, through 
the wiſe writings of Adoy/es the 
Law-giver; the ſtately and high di- 
alogues betwixt 7b and his friends; 
the paſſionate raptures of E/ay and 
Teremy; the harmonious (traines of 


David the ſweer Pſalmiſt,ſhall find 


the gravity of matter, the variety ot 
INVENTION 


| 
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invention; the 7ajeſty of phraſe, as 
ſo many (trings meeting mm one cone 
ſort, and tuned to the hearers admi= 
ration. No marvaile then, 'if wiſe- 
dome taughtthe Preacher,the wiſeſt 
among(t men, to ſeek out accepta- 
ble words, as the direteft means 
to propagate the bounds of his glo« 
rious empire, Neither had Zoſes 
with ſome other of the Prophers ex- 
cuſed their backward diſpoſition, 
out of the {l>wneſle and defect of 
language, had not the guitt of elo. 
quence ſtood highelt in their eſtima- 
tion, Was itever taxed in Apolios 
as a crime, that he was reputed a 
man eloquent. in the Scriptures? or 
were the tongues of the e4po#7/es 
diptin the ſacred fountaine to any 
other end,than artificially to work 
upon mens afteFions, and {hrre up 
their Succeflours to imitation? The 
Nerves of per{waſion I confeſſe arc 
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hidinthe ſtrength of reaſon , and 
fruitleſſe is that eloquence , which 
is not grounded on ſutficient matter. 
That veſleil muſt needs ſuffer ſhip» 
wrack,whoſe ſails carry more wind 
than the Bulke hath ballaſt to coun- 
termaund, And whatother ſhall we 
eſteem of ſuch elegance,but as of a 
Curtizan trimmed up in royall gar- 
mcts? But where theſe ornamets are 
ftred tortheir true owner, where art 
& Elogueceas two handmaids ſerve 
their Miftreſſe Divinity, what can 
they expect lefic tha the beſt obſer- 
vance;or promiſe her ſeIte more tha 
the greateſt admiration? Faire and 
comely(I confefſe)was the Spor/e in 
the Canticles,as the tents of Kedar, 
asthe Curtains of $0/090:yert diſco- 
vered by her lover in her gorgeous 
attire of {tate and majcſty, her looks 
challeged a more lovely grace,& her 
preſence fonnd greater acceptance. 
Reltoi9n 
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Religion asa faire Damoſell, how ſoe- 
ver cloathed,never wats her come= 
ly feature; and the face of -7T ruth, 
howſoever masked,never wats her 
true luſtre : yet when ſeems fhee 
more amiable,than when ſhe comes 
nſhered in by her beſt ſervants, and 
attended by her proper Equipage? 
There Art & Eloguence moove 1n 
their proper ipteare; her ſeaſona- 
bl- and acceptable words challenge 
their trac grace, and hang like Ape 
ples of gold in pictures of ſilver, 

I ſpe uk not this { bejoved) to af- 
cribe overmuch to humane facul . 
tics, or preferre the inticing words 
of mans wifdome before Gods ho- 
ly grace, and Spirit, Where Gods 

Spirit ſancifies not the ſpeaker, and 
by divine grace ailiſts not the hea- 

er,litle ſhall the one deſerve,or the 
_ purchaſe. Where the light1s 
wanting, litle can thc fairelt object 
Þ 2 vreſcnt)s 
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preſent, or the moſt curious eye di 
cover; And what availes the chee- 
felt ſeed caſt into the ground, where 
the God of Nature denies his bleſ(- 
ſings to the ſower, or encreaſe unto 
the Harveſt? Athis almighty hand 
then mult the moſt exateſt Arr/t 
ſeek that Urim and 7 humminn, that 
light and perfetion: in his garden 
the holy Scriptures, ſhall we only 
crop thoſe flowers of true Elo- 
quence ſufficjent to puzzle the hap. 
pieſt invention, and ſtagger mans 
eateſt Induſtry. Well might I 
ooſe my ſelfe in this Labyrinth 
whereto MNatvre never taught 'an 
entrance in,nor Art ever diſcovered 
a paſſaze out. Burtthe fight of this 
Afembly ſeems to challenge the| 
greateſt intereſt in my diſcourle;| 
and diverts my meditations to a 
more ſeaſonable ſubjzet., Where- 
fore paſling by the manner of our 
SAVIORY: 
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$Savionrs Commination , wee will 
next deſcend unro the matter, diſ- 
covered unto us in thels felte fame 
words; Woe unto thee Coratzin, woe 
unto thee Beth{atiaa. 

The firſt branch of doctrine, which 
ofters it ſe]fe ro our Examination, is 
the Regular and juſt proceflc, oblcr. 
ved by eAlmighty Godin Bethſaida 
and Chorazmms puniſhment, Piain- 
ly weſee that the Lord as an Inge- 
nuous Combatant vouchſafed a Par- 
ty, erehe drew his ſword : or ra- 
theras an indulgent Father over his 
diſobedient child , ſhakes his rod 
ere he inflits his ſharp correfi- 
on. Iultly might he have inflicted 

uniſhment, who from all eternity 
oreſaw their guilt; & what greater 


.| hope of future evidence could that 
a} Iudge expe,to whom all hearts & 


ſecrers are laid open: yet vouchſafes 
he firſt ro threaten erc he inflicts his 
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vengeance, as one who in his wiſe- 
dome thought it molt convenient,as 
to approve the righteous,1oto make 
the wicked incxcuſable ; that either 
the word preached outwardly to 
their ears,or writtc inward]yin their 
hearts,ſhould either correct or con- 
demne; ſpeak their comfors or con- 
fuſion. Betwixt manstranſgreſſion & 
Gods Iuſtice, a ſpace 1s wide open 
for Repentance to make attonement, 
Ere the Lord rained downe fire and 
Brimſtone on fnfull Sodome, Abra- 
ham had his turne to play the 44- 
vocate; and the Sodomites a time of 
mercy: Ere the Nimmevites expeted 
their juſt deſtration, a truce of 40 
daics was granted for Repentance to 
eather forces. Hence might every 
trae (Chriſtian draw a doctrine for 
Gods mercy,& judgement; in that he 
uſually threatens before he ſtrikes, 


and ſends his Comminations as the 
Her ala: 
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Heral1sto proclaim his vengeance. 
The ſharpeſt curbe to head-ſtrong 
aft:Rions is the teare of cenſure, 
& to farre predominant ſhould we 
tinde the ſwinge of our carnall de- 
fires, were there not a ſharp whip 
at their own girdles. Where trant- 
greſſto ends, there judgement, & ac- 
comptbeginnsz& there of neceſlity 
muſt arrazignement commence the 
firſt aFion, where guilt left his lat 
Impreſſion. But yet the greateſt pre- 
rogative of a judge is Mercy ; he 
firikesnot ever where he ought to ._ 
ſpare, nor ſparesalwates where he 
ought to ſtrike: atleaſt, he lightens 
where he thunders, he diſplajes his 
red flagge of dehance, erc he gives 
the onſet; he ſpeaks at lealt unto the 
conſcience of every wretched {in- 
ner, erehe ſcale his black warrant 
of death and deltru&ion. So that not 
without good cauſe might our Savi- 
B 4 HY 
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87 in this Chapter take up the com- 
plzint of little children ſitting in the 
Marker place, and crying: We have 
piped unto you,& ye have not danced, 
we have mourned unto you, and yee 
have not wept: Atlcatt might God 
ipcak unto them, as /ob in another 
ſenſe unto God; Once have I ſpo- 
ken, but I will ſpeak no more; yet 
ewice,but I will proceed no further, 
Spake not God to the conſcience of 
prognons Eſau through his fathers 
neglected bleſſing,the childiſh lofle 
of his own birthright? Spake henor 
to the ſinfull Sodomites through the 
mouth of Loz, a careful] & religious 
Preacher? Spake he not to 7oſephs 
brethren, through the remorſe of 
aguilty conſcience, and their own 
Confeſſion ? Spake he not to the 
idolatrous Iſraelites, through ſun- 
dry puniſhments, and the fiery in- 
dizmation of his ſervant —_— 
Who 
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Who more proud and contemptu= 
ous than Nebuchadnczar, the foun- 
der ofadmired Babe/? yet was his 
courage ſuddenly caſt downe,at the 
ſight of his own viſion, and Daniels 
prophetick comment. Who more 
(tately than Royall Balſharar ſitting 
at acolt]y banquet, & crowned with 
a troope of Princes? yet was he 
taught in the farall inſcription on 


the wall, to read the Lords Iudgee - 
ments,and the ſubverſion of hisſtate»-- 


ly Empire. Who more perverſeand 
tyrannous than Pharach tor the ſer= 
vile Iſraelites ? yet might he heare 


the Almigh yſpeaking through ee - 


ſes unexpetedmeſſage& prodigious 
miracles? Who more frozento piety 
than the furious Philiſtims in Davids 
admired viRtories, and Golzahs 
ſhamefull overthrow? W ho more 
ſenceles thanthe old worldlings be- 
fore the deluge? yer might they un- 
5 GEE 
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derſtand Gods holy Majeſty inNoah; 
unregarded Ambaſſage? who more 
ſtubborne than the hard hearted and 
Rif.necked lewes? yet heard they 
daily intheir ſtreets and temples (as 
it _ the proſtituted voyce of 
many Prophets; and to deſcend a 
little lower in this [treame of facred 
Hiſtory , wherein all changes and 
ations give teſtimony . «das that 
Epitome of all impiety, never wan- 
red a maſter to forewarne himof his 
finne; and a-worme of conſcience 
(as it were) to prepare him to eter- 
nall torments. And what Pagas {o 
drowned inthe ditch of ignorance, 
and ſo nuſled up in the ſchoole of 
impiety, to who ſoule and fecrct 
apprehenſion Goa himſelfe diRares 
not a law of nature grounded 
on certain and undoubred Prin: 

ciples? 
This might teachevery true yo 
ja: 
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ſt:an not ro ſ{purne at Gods judge» 
ments, or wilſally to kick ar his 
Invitations, Itis the Aimighry who 
threatens a grievous puniſhment, 
an ſhall wenottremblear his dit- 
pleaſure ? He ſends out his ſum- 
mons for our "appearance, and ſhall 
we not provide againſt the time of 
our arrajgnewent ? By his Mint- 
{ters he daily cites us to the barre 
of - juſtice 3 by his works, by his 
word, by his wonders, he is wont - 
to awaken us from ſecurity and 
rouze up our attention e and fhall 
we asthe deafe adder (top our ears 
againlt ſo wiſe a charmer , or re- 
turne back his meſſengers with a 
ſleevelefſe anſwer ? What other 
can we expect but that the Lord at 
length findingall hts ſhafts of judgc= 
ment and commination , eyther 
lightly lo:lged in their breaſts, or 
contemptuouſly reflected _ 

Wu - 


23; Corazm and Bethſaida's 
will be enforced at the length to 
draw home to the head, and enforce 
our ſtiff-necks to acknowledge his 
power,or ſtand it out to their own 
deſtration ? A wronged patience 
among men ſoone degenerates into 
furious indignation : and in the 
courſe of ordinary converſation what 
greater motives of unkindnes than 
contempt or-ingratitude? But with 
one,who in the preciſe ſcale of ju- 
ſtice waighes all unrighteouſneſle, 
what greater motive can happen to 
ſtirre his indignation, or- haſten our 
deſtrution, than to negleR his 
threats, and carelefſely to ſlight his 
judgements? - 

Two ſorts of men are here found 
\ubjeted ro reprehefion i; the 
firſt are ſuch as careleſly negleR, 
the other are ſuch as contemptu- 
ouſlyrejet, the ſoveraigne means 
of their {alyation, . In the former 
rank. 
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rank are numbred all ſuch carnall 
Chriſtians, who too boldly treſ< 
paſſe on Gods patience , and like 
thoſe unworthy gueſts whom our 
Saviour ifvited to his great Sup- 
er, never want excuſes. One hath 
ought a farme, and muſt goe ſee 
it; the other a Y oake of Oxen, and 
muſt goe try them ; the third hath 
marrieda wife, and therefore can« 
not come; as if Kepentance were al- 
waies at hand to ſerve their hn- 
mours; and the Holy Spirit of God 
obliged to proſtitute his graces to 
each howers importunity, In theſe 
mens hearts is the Word of God 
ſowen as ſeed among Tares, which 
the cares of this world are rea- 
dy to choak upin the firſt growth 
roprevent all hope of fruit, or ma- 
ture perfeftion, Speaks the holy 
Spirit of- God to the ſoule of the 
{winiſh drunkard, and ſhewes "= 
Ine 
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the ſhame of his laviſh expences, 
his riotous revelling, and lewd con- 
verſation? A cup of wine isneare at 
wand to quench and extinguiſh his 
ungratefull melancholy. Speaks he 
to the Juſtfu]] leacher, and preſents 
unto his conſcience his luſtfull and 
wanton behaviour, and Goats/4 fors 
nicatzon? Some bewitching Laz is 
not farre off, to ranlome his ſoule 
from penſ1veneſle, and drowne this 
lences in delicious and voluptuous 
pleature: Speaks he to the coveton: 
{ormorant, and diſcovers to hi; 
ſecret thoughts his griping V/#ry, 
his baſe Lucre, and tyrannous op- 
preſſion? The very ſight of his go!- 
den Coffers proves as(trong, as one 
of Circes charmes to bewitch his 
ſences, and inchanthis Indgement. 
Speaks he to the conſcience of 
thecarelefſe Paſtor, and ſhewes 
bim his halfe ſtarved flock (tray- 
ing 
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ing on the barren Mountaines? The 

ſuit of a vacant Biſhoprick gives 
Fm {carce leaſure to look about; 
is | or at leaſt, the love of his carnal] 
e || caſe lullshis ſoule a ſicepe in ſen- 
ts | ſuall ſecurity. Speaks hee to the 
df foule of the formall hypocrite, and 
ref preſents as in a painted Sepulcher 
is} the inward rottennefle of the heart, . 
e | cloathed over witha ſhining veile 
is] of ſantimonious piety ? Policy 
5 | firaight plucks him by the ſleeve, 
| and tells him, 2: ne/cit diſſimulare 
13] »e/cit vivere. Finally all of them as 
”, | thoſe baſe and hoggiſh Gergeſites, 
- | (who had rather ſuffer the divell in 
= themſelves, than in their ſwine) 
et no fooner enjoy Chriſts preſence, 
Ss} but entreat his abſence; imitating 
tf herein the childiſh affetions of 
tf young Schollers, who ſeldome ſo- 
lace themſelves in the {ight and fo- 
ciety of their carefull Maſter: A 
rruce 
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true patterne of which men wee 
ſhall find repreſented in Gri/u 
recorded by Plautark, who by one 
of Circes r tn transformed 1nto 
a \wine,could not by all V/yſſe's elo- 
quence bee induced to depoſe his 
hoggiſhnature, and reſume the per- 
ſon of a man, Mere deſperate is the 
ſtate of the {ſecond ſort of men, who 
are not contented for a time to put 
offtherr repentance, and ſhadow 
their vinfill actions with ſome ex- 
cuſe; but oppoſe (as it were) in 
hoſtile manner the Majeſty of their 
Creator , and ſhoot out their Ar. 
rowes even bitter words. Such was 
the ſpirit of malicious Pharaoh in 
the fifth of Exodus , who curriſh] 
anſwered Moſes & Aaronthe Loras 
eAmbaſſadours, Who is the Lord 
that I ſhould let Iſrael goe? Andto 
let paſſe ſundry other the like ex- 
ainples , as fearfull ro remember, 
4s 
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as tedious torelate;ſuch was the ſpi« 
ritof that Apoſtate [ulian, who ſhut 
up all the tyranny of his wickedand 
irreligious reigne with a UViciſts 
Galilee. But ſueh men Irather leave 


to Gods mercy, than common cen- 
ſure; And fol paſſealong to the 1n« 
habitants of Berh/aida and (horas 
212,to whom this commination was 
 direRted, as that: w hich comes next 
in order to be handled. 

7. Greatneſſe and authority in 
2 generous temper are the ſpurres 
of a noble reſolution; theſe are 
the beſt touchſtones to try what 
Metall our thoughts are made of: 
whether they carry the touch of a 
golden courage,or leaden. baſenefte, 
On this latt,men ſet the magnificent 
Cities of Chorazin and Bethſaida, 
the ſtrength of Syria, the pride and 
glory of the /ew;/> Nation : Two 
Citics as well admired for _— 

anc 
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and riches, as reverenced for anti. P* 
quity and authority. Two CitticsI << 
readier to lend to others, than bor. $N« 
row of them the dainties of this] ®! 
Earthly Paradiſe.T wo Citties wat- {t 
ingnothing lefle, than worldly plea." 
fures, nothing more than Drvine® 
graces: Finally two Cittics which] © 
our bleſſed Sawiowr had bleſſed beef 
yond many other,as well with hea- hi 
ring of Sermons, as with the ſight 
of his wondrous Miracles. Theſe} * 
places notwithſtanding , neither 
improving thoſe means to their 
own profit , nor ſeconding their 
opportunities with religious indu- 
ſtry,by ſtretching all to thzir worſtPs' 
advantage, are here found worthily” 
taxed by our Savionr of contempt 
& infieclity,of impenitence & dilo-Þ*! 
bediece.whence we may with good 

warrant colle& this profitable and} */ 
wctull obſervation, T hat States and la 

perions 
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perſons high and eminent, ought to 
conforme them(ſelves to moſt emi- 
net:tand worthy ations, Heroick 
and eminent vertues, take their Ju- 
tre as well from the ſubje&t where- 
in they grow, asthe object where- 
on they 'worke: for as the perſons 
excellence in the one gives the habit 
a more gratious acceptance; ſo the 
fit occationof the other ſets a more 
plauſible ſtamp on the intended 
ation; whereas oftentimes on the 
contrary part, the prejudice of baſce 
nefſe in the man, or the ſcanting of 
fit occaſions in the matter, unſea- 
ſons many a noble reſolution. A 
greate Spirit ſhrowded under 
mean fortunes, ſooner becomes the 
ſubject of contempt, than admira- 
Lon. 

. Nee facile emer gunt quorim vire 
tutibus obſtat, Res angnſta doms 
faith the Poet, And how loever the 

Chara- 
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CharaQers of vertue in the meanct] 0 
{ubje& are alwaies legible; yetÞ,; 
never more perſpicuous to popu- ff 
lar eſtimation, than where they tind] 
themſelves written in the forehead £: 
of greatneſle and authority. Whenceſ,, 
eAriſtotle our great Philoſopher, q 
accounts thoſe men belt accoutred 
to play their prize in vertues| 
ſchoole, to whom fortwyxe gives thef1j 
right hand of riches and reputati«|, 
on. Then muſt it needs follow onf{; 
theother ſide, that triviall affaires,Þ,; 
and baſe endeavours ſeeme toof q, 
light a ballaſt for the faile of grear-Jg 
nefſe. Princes and great States inf 
ſuch ations ſeeme like Herenles};þ 
mannaging a Pigmies reede; or aſh; 
kingly Eagle hunting after Gnats,[hj 
or flies:but where majeſty of tate, 
and magnificence of mind, where 

great riches and great reſolution}, 
like the twinnes in Rebeccahs —_ G 
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ſtrive for pregedency, what other 
ations can the mn expe, but 
ſuch as are ſtampt for eternity, and 
crowned with admiration ? How 
farre may that Sickle be thruſt in- 
to the harveſt of vertue and reli- 
gion, whichis managed by Magna« 
nimity, and countenancell by Au 
thority. Is notthe voice of a King 
like the roaring of a Lyon?& preat=- 
nesa torrent which carries all be- 
fore 1t,and diſdains oppoſition? Can 
any manarrive ſooner or ſafer at his 
defired port, than ke that fits at the 
ſterne? Can any travailor better 
make way for his riches, than he 
that holds the Reynes in his owne 
hands, and preſcribes a meaſure 'to 
his own motion? How readily than 
ought ſuch men to ſecond their op- 
portunities, and improve their pla- 
ces to their beſt advantage, whom 
God hath advanced cither in Church 
or 
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or Common wealth to high & niag- f 
nificent Eſtates? Whom God hathJ* 
endowed withriches, adorned with 
honours , backt with ſtrength and 
friends,fortified with authority,and 
graced with opinions. What fitter" 
weapons to.poize the hand of grear.Þ'© 
neſſe,than thar which findes the beſtÞ*' 


tt 
| 


objeR,and tries it ſe}fe in the grea- 
teſt oppoſition, Here, ſtood ir, with : 
the time, and your patience , might 

T enlarge and ſpecify the limits off F 
Heroicall virtnes: Ariſtotle limming 

cut this Tree, expreſſed thereof one-P" 
ly two maine Branches, the one off.* 
Magnanimity , the other of Mar = 
»ificence ; that from the print 
Hereales foor , men might give 1 , 
probable gueſſe unto his flarureP® 
And howſoever many ſeeds of pie 
ty and religion are purpoſely ſcat 
tered by that great Sower, ſom: 
by the way fide, as aprey to th 
tow les 
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fowles; ſome on ſtony ground, 
wanting both root and growth; 
[ome among the tares of vicious af- 
fetions to be choaked iup in the 
ad —Y 
womb, whence it ſprings: Yet who 
{will findit inhis true prime , muſt 
”" Bccke it in the Garden where all 
.lvcrtues flouriſh , the Holy Scrip- 
Frure; in the ſoyle where it receives 
- rue nouriſhment , the heart of a 
þ{cbriſtian. 
” 4 Such actions beſt deſerve to be 
ofcemed great, & ſway theaffectt» 
*Þns of great men, which begin, with 
j-24s love, and end with hs glory; 
4- ſuch as further the advancement of 
© earning & religi0;of wiſdome& des 
otion:cocerning all which we may 
. Þbſerve in holyScripture,as wellthe 
precepts & promiſes of God to give 
ur $Yarrantzas the examples of worthy 
<2cnto provoke our imitation, No 
-4>Oner had Aoſes his warrant _ 
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led for the Children of 7/-ae/s con- 
Yoy , but he new mints himſelfe 
for great projets, and valorous at. 
tempts. He thought himſelfe borne 
to higher matters than Pharaohs ta- 
vour, neither regarded he a gra- 
tious ſervitude, while he hoped a 

lorious infranchiſement. Nobler 

e ſuppoſed it,through the jawes of 
danger to purſue liberty, than in the 
bedof caſe to embrace Captivity, 
A ſhort erſcambling ip the Wilder. 
nefſe, ſeems ſweeter than all the 
full fcſh-pots of Egypt * Neither 
cares hee, to how ſharpe an edge, 
hunger might whet hw apperite, 
whiles he expeAs a land flowing 
with milke and hony. The Ara- 


biandeſerts before him, the Egypri-ſ! 


ans heſtility behind him, the roa- 
ring Sea beſide him, the icorch- 
ing iSunne above him, the barren 
loile beneath him, his penſive ay 
WItN- 
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within him , the 1ſrachires mur- 
muring at him, might have 
taught many a tall Captaine , rather 
to purchaſe his peace with fore 
baſeneſſe , than his freedome with 
ſuch 4cifaſters. Yet goes hee on 
couragiouſly in the path which the 
Lord treads out unto him ; and e&-» 
teemes that ſtate of life ſweeteſt, 
which is bought with ſo many 
dangerous adventures. But for me 
tocarrythe worthies, and al] their 
ations before me, were to leave 
the day behind mce , yet ſcarce at« 
taine my home, But why ftand I 
elcaning theſe few eares in a tull 
harveſt? Davids ſtrugling with Golt- 
ah , and yoaking the rough-hewen 
Philtitims : Solomons magnihcence 


{in the erection of his Temple, and 


promotion of wiſedome; Hezek/a's 
zeale and induſtry in chaling away 
ſuperſtitious Idolatry ; the Aache- 

C bees 
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bees valour and conſtancy in vindi- 
cating the right of their Religion; 
with ſundry other the like exam- 
D!es, would cafily pertwade a Chri. 
ſtian toſtake his lite in Gods cauſe, 
and ſet the whole flocke on his 
fruitfull induſtry. To whom much 
Isgiven, of him much ſhall bere- 
quired (faithour Saviovr: ) and who 
hndes worſe acceprance at his ma-« 
Rers hand than hee that buries his 
Talent in the carth, and makes his 
dignity and riches a pillow for his 
ſordid eaſe and carnal] ſecurity? 

A good leflon to checke the de- 
rencrate ſtraine of many in the 
world, wholike dunghill Crowes, 
and carrion-Kites, fly they never {o 
bigh in preferment, looke alwayes 
downeward to the Earth, as the be- 
ginning and end of their ambition, 
How many have wee among[t us 
v; ho like daſtardly ſnayles,can _ 
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their hornes on all occaſions , pro» 
miſing great matters , yet ſudden- 
ly plucke them in at each fingers 
touch,or ſence of oppoſition? Hera. 
clitts himſelfe would laugh to ſee 
ſome among us like e-E/ops Aſe 
laden with gold, but fedd with 
thiſles, arrogate to themſelves that 
reſpe& which is onely aymed to the 
golden Image, the burthen under 
which they groane, A great ſhou. 
ting heard Moſes of the children of 


- [//rael comming from theMount;but 


approaching neare , found all the 
ſtirre to bee raiſed about a golden 
Calfe. On ſuch Golden Calves, 
the world is too apt to fawne , as 
thoſe whoſe Imperfetions arc 
gilded over with golden Titles. 
Such men are well characterized in 
Pliny, by a certaine beaſt in *cyrhia, 
which,as he reports, can turne him» 
ſelfe almoſt into ali colours and 
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ſhapes, according tothe things ad- 
Jacent ; but when hee reſumes his 
proper figure, he carries the likely 
reſemblance of an Afſe. Too many 
{uch have we amoneſt us, whore. 
fiefting the beame of greatnefle, or 


enlightned with the impreſſion of 


ſome other obje& , can ſhine as the 


Rainebow in divers colours of 


choyce graces , and eminent per- 
feftions. But ſhould the Sunne hide 
but his gracious aſped , or deny his 
influence, they might bee as well 
deciphered by their ations, as an 
Aſſe by his Earcs The world ne- 
ver groaned wore under f{uch Scar. 
. crowes : Wholiving without me- 
Tit, and dying without honour , can 
leave behind them no other Epi- 
tzph to bee read of poltcrity , bur 
that they lived,and dyed. Their baſe 
and ſordid life could aeferve no 
more z a4 beaſt can challenge to it 


(elfc 
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ſclfe no lefſe. Here could 1 trike 


home, bur that 1 find my ſelfe fud- 
denly furprited with the bluſhing 
temper of E/thu the Beſite, in the 
ſtory of 296: I am young (faith he) 
and yee are old, wherefore I was 
afraide , and durit not diſcover my 
opintons : I faid, Dayes ſhould 
ſpeake, and multitude of yeares 
ſhould reach wiſdome ; too grave 
a part for my yearesto at, hath 
my diſcourſeunwittingly embraced. 
Enough it is for mee to ſtand alcot-: 
& giveayme, while the forenamea 
Elihuthrowes this ragged cenſurc, 
on the rugged forchead of age and 
authority ; Great men are not al, 
waies wiſe, neither doe the aged 
al:vayes underltand judgement . E- 
nough it is for mee to lye on the 
ground, and reſt mee lent, while 1 
hcare the Lord thundring through 
the mouth of AZ:cah, this ſharp exs 

C3 provation 
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probatjon: Heare O yee head: of [as 
cob, and hear ken yee Princes of the 
houſe of Iſrael,ts it not for you to know 
judgement?i aim no ſhameleſle C ham 
to uncover a fathers nakedneſle; 
no remorſlcfle Nero? to open the 
entrailes of my mother, The veile 
of Charity is my hand to cover a 
multitude of ſinnes; and meete it is, 
with Noahs two modelt ſonnes, 1 
look awry and goe backward, while 
{ approach ſo neare an obje, lfeare 
to wander in this forreſt , leſt 1 find 
Diana naked,and meete with Ae- 
er*; deſtiny, or at leſt encounter the 
horrid face of Meduſa which might 
ſtrike me ſencelefie, Afraid I am al- 
moſt to open mine eyes and looke 
forward , leſt 1 find Bribery and 
O ppreſſion uſurping the place of ju- 
ſtice; Pride and Dunxſery ſitting in 
Aoſes chaire; Craft and Covetonſ- 
eſſe diſpenſing the affaires of our 
riche!! 
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richeſt merchants; Zrexwry ;and uſt 
ſerving in the Court of Princes: yet 
leaving each man to his owne| cen- 
{ure and application, 1 may (I hope} 
with modelty oppole to common 
view the dumbe pictures of Tyre 
and Si4o, two inferior Cittics, 
wherein every underſtanding eyc 
may read the diſparity as well of op- 
portunity , as will, and perfection: 
which being the common reaſon or 
motiveof the commination , oftcis 
it felfe in the next place to our dit- 
courſe. 
Foy if thoſe mighty workes,&-c. 
The\urelt Anchor whereon our 
floating opinion takes hold firſt,isthe 
ſtrength of reaſon : the ſareſt Rock 
whereon this anchor groundsit ſelf, 
is the knowledge and enquiry of the 
cauſe, Where nature began , mans 
reaſon ends:and the highelt pitch of 
our diſcourſe fers his laſt footing, 
C 4 where 


s 


a Chorazin and Be:hſada”s 


where the cauſe ha1 his firlt work” 
ing. Whence Ariftore the Prince of 
Philoſophers {fo much adinired for 
his logical! wit, hath by ſome been 
chracterized in three eſpeciall Epi- 
thites, Firſt that he was 2:1xe0za via, 
a lover of univerſalities; Second- 
ly he was e,xou;22Nrdca loverot me. 
tho1 : Laſtly and chiefly that hee 
Was 3-a1::& a fubtile ſearcher out 
vr cautes. That exquiſite method of 
diicourſe, which the glimmering 
light of Nature ſhewed to thoſe 
Philoſophers, ſhall a Chriſtian find 
expreſſed tothe lite, inour Savionrs 
{weet and elegant oration. For no 
ſooner had this great Tudge of Hea- 
ven and earth, mn the former part of 
my text, threatned the backſliding 
Tewes with a voyce of 1ndgement, 
& as it were witha warning-peece 
awaked their flceping apprehenſi« 
on , but he ſtrait backs his commi- 

nation 
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nation with the diſcovery of the 
cauſe or motive : For if {(quoth he) 
thoſe mighty works had been done 
1n Tyre and Sidow, which have been 
done 1a you, chey would have re= 
penred long agoe fitting 1n fack- 
cloath and aſhes. The Motive groun- 
ded on the comparative oppoſition 
bctwixt ZBeth/aida and Chorazin 
on the one part -,and Tyre and $i49n 
on the other, leades our enquiry to 
theſe circamſtances. Firſt, the par. 
ties oppoled to Beri/ns.la and Cho- 
YARN , tO It T yre and Siaon. Se- 
condly , the things wherein they 
were vppole1, the — of 
our 5aviours actions. Thirdly, the 
eff:For conſequence, which might, 
or ſhould have followed the good 
uſe of thoſe meanes, to wit , Repere 
fgance, or Contrition, Through theſe 
points while 1 Dy Gods aſſitance, 


| andto your Chriltian patience ſhall 
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aſher forth your attention 3 May 1t 
pleaſe you in the firſt place to take 2 
ſhort ſurvey of 7 yre and +idon, ftan- 
ding(asit were)withZe*-/aida and 
Chorazinin competition. 

10, Cities bordering on rhe Sea, 
as they are intiched withgreat ver- 
rues , fo are they commonly ſub- 
ze to greater vices, For there is 
a tratticke as well of manners, as 
Merchandize : for where the con- 
fA.x of forcine nations by ordinary 
converſing, makes the inhabitants 
ſeeme (as it were ) ſo many dome- 
ſticke Travallors; a great advan- 
tage is offered of advancing know- 
ledge, and fuppreſiing ignorance, 
Bur great opportunittes are com- 
monly feconded with great temp- 
tations ; and notÞing more dange- 
rous than armed madneſſe. This 
perhaps gave occaſion to eAriſtor/e 
and others to pronoance Sca-borde- 
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rers, of all.the molt diflolute ; and 


Plato in his booke De republica, to 


fore-warne his Cittizens the Sea , as 
the mother of wickedneſſe., And on 
this ground ( for ought I know 

hath Srrabo derived the firſt off- 
ſpring of Robbery, Pillage, and 
murther from the ſea : and howſo- 
ever Themiſtocles would by all 
means have a Citty to depend from 
the Sea,to the end(as Cults Rhodi- 
gin imagins) he might transferre 
the power from the Nobility to the 
{hip-malters: Yet the old Athenians 
by their great wiſdome and experi- 
ence,were perſwaded todraw their 
inhabitants as much as they conlId 
from Sca.trafficke to tillage of the 
ground and husbandry: whence (as 
ſome ſappoſe} grew that fable of 
Neptune {triving with Minerva for 
preheminence and victory, where- 
in Neprwne is faid to haye the worlt. 
| | ws Thus 


$23 Pethſatda's and Phoratins 
This Sea-borne diſpoſition afteing 
the Cittics of Tyre and $i4o»,might 
feeme much to diſadvantage them 
in performance of ſuch vthces of 
picty and Religion, which in Zeth- 
faida and Chorazin the occaſion of 
opportunities, and expectation of 
others might ſceme to challenge. 
Finding then their conditional] re- 
pentance ſuppoſed to follow Chriſts 
Miracles, had this then beene acted, 
and oppoſed to Berh/aida*s and, hoe 
razins backwardneſſe , wee might 
hence aptly hive collected this ob- 
ſervation , That mon which with 
lefle meanes goe turther in the pro, 
grefle of Religion , ſhall bee better 
accepted, than thoſe which have 
greater , yet come ſhorter of per- 
formance. 

d Nature, Art, and Exerciſe are the 
three firlt ſtones in learnings Edi- 
ficc, whereof the former commends 

Our 
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our Makers bounty, the fecond 
our Teachers care , the other our 
ownc induſtry. Conſonant to theſe 
three lights of humane \cicnce , are 
diſcovered to us in holy Scripture 
the three firſt grounds of Religion; 
An apprehenſive Grace to receive 
a certaine Layy or precept to direct, 
and a religious practiſe to perfect. 
And howlocver all three withouc 
the divine aſſiſtance prove lame and 
impotent, unable to ſupport us be» 
fore God, or lift us to falyation: 
yet may the negleR of thoſe offered 
meanes , or the abuſe of our free 
will, even in our mora!] actions, 
wherein our induſtry claymes his 
interclt,ſer a barre betweene usand 
Chriſt: acceptance. No man can 
deſerve or worke out his owne 
immunity , neither 1s Gods Spirit 
confined to outward meanes , or 
our Eendeayours ; yet ought wee to 
q meaſure 
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meafure his will by his word, 
wherein he requires our diligence, 
and- condemnes our negligence, 
Neither is God's proceeding in this 
kind oppoſite to humane yultice, 
which (as cur Philoſophers have 
taught 1s} is wont to poyze the 
ſcale of diſtributive Tuſtice in a Geo- 
metrical propertion ; and meaſure 
our natara!l gitts by no other 
waight than their owne 1nprove- 
ment. Hee that rowes not withthe 
tide of his ewne opportunitics, 
comes as farre ſhort of deſert as cx- 
peRation. Rewards & puniſhments 
ſooner follow the opportunities of 
our meanes than the 1:nportunity of 
our aton;artd what diligent Maſter 
in his carelefſe Scholler can content 
himſelfe with a Mediocrity of pro- 
ficiency, where hee tindes an excel- 
lence ofcapacity;or ſufter the choice 
fruits of a tranſcendent wit to come 
ſhort 
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ſhort of maturity ? What greater 
evidence then(beloved )can [tart up 
to Our ſhame, than the example of 
others,which flag in our meanes,yet 
outrun our indultry ? Or what farcr 
harbinger of condemnation, than 
among ſo many bleſſings diverlly 
beſtowed on mankind , to acknow- 
ledge in others the practiſe and 
20d uſe of lefſer, and find inour 
{elves the negleR of greater? Sodom 
& Gomorrah, thoſe two firſt daugh- 
ters of defolation are oppoſed in 
this comparative judgement , to 
Capernaum , 2 prime darling of the 
Tew;ſh Nition : What they wanted 
is here rejected , and what was de- 
nyedtothoſe others Acceprance, is 
here granted to their refuſall, Wil- 
lingly would they have throwne 
themſelves into thoſe armesof mer. 
cy,w®hareday!y open totheſe mens 
cmbracements, and haye prevented 


with 
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with rcp<ntance thoſe Iudgements 
which thete purſue with obltinacy, 
Exfier then ſhall it bee for Sodome 
and Gomorrah inthe day of Iudge- 
mcnt, then for them : and thoſe 
workes of theirs which no way de- 
terve Gods approbation,ſhal never- 
the lefle bee preſſed home to theſe 
mens peditio. A multitade of cxam- 
ples would here bee muttreq up to 
countenance this aſlertio: but I mult 
failealong with my Text;the happy 
wind weh waves us forward, 15the 
Divine ſpirit of God,w< from thoſe 
remote countries and farre diſtant 
ages 1s rcady toarrive at our times 
and Regions as the laſt haven ; and 

through the*Genri/c's urgent relti- 
mony, and the Jewe- arraignement, 
ſpeakes at length to our ſhametall 
reproach, or {weet in{truction. 

12, Theold Churle in the Poet, 
ſtood laughing awaine at the t2lc 
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of T antalus, till hce found him- 
{elfe taunted in the end with a 
nn tate nomixe de ie Fabuld 
WHAYYATHY,, 
Nothing ſeemed more ridieulous to 
the fond Arhentians than the Carriers 
contention with the Sch2/fer, about 
the hire of an eAſſes ſhadow , til} 
they found themſelves pointed at 
by Demoſthenes, in the ſerious Mo- 
rall. Ready enough was David 
to paſſe ſentence on Narharns accu- 
ſations till he found 1t to ſecond his 
owne arraignement. And which 
of you that heare me this day, would 
not ratifie my former dodrine 'with 
his beſt aflent, and our Savionrs 
Indgement on the /ewes with ap= 
probation ? Bur ſhift the ſcene, the 
ſelfe-ſame Theater of tndgement 
which even now Icft you ſpetas 
tors , now hndes you Acours; and 
which of you all would not quickly 
{hrinke 
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ly ſhrinke at hisowne cenſure ; and 
withthe cavilling Lawyer cry, The 
cafe ts altrea? Should we ſet in view 
of judicious infight , the matchleſle 
induſtry of our bordering Neigh- 
bours; the ſupine negligence of our 
owne nation : the manifold obſta- 
cles barring their paſſage in the pro- 
greſſe of Religion ; the ſtore of op- 

rtunities, which ſtirre and ſteare 
us to Salvation: what ſtarting hole 
can bee left us to eſcape Gods fen- 
tence or ſecure us from perdition? 
What ſerious judgement would 
notadmire in their penury what we 
negled& inour plenty ? and confeſle 
their induſtrious kumility to aſ- 
cend higher than our irflent ſe- 
curitic? Compare and oppoſe on the 
one (ide that bounteous hand of 
plenty, which fiils up cur changells 
with milke and honye ; the waſting 
Jaw of tamine, which devours their 
Vinyeards 
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Vinyeards, and dries uptheir vin» 
tage ; the ſweete calme of peace 
which dayly ſmiles on our ſecu- 
rity ; The boyſtrons ftormes of 
warre which depopulate their 
Cittics, and lay waſt their villa» 
ges. The cleare Rivers of Science 
and Religion derived through each 
veine of our vigorous government; 
the contagious vapour of IdoJatry 
and ſuperſtition, as a peſtilence 
ſpreading their infeftion:The char-= 
ming tongues of many ſweet ſin- 
= which dayly ſpeake ro our in- 

rucion : the inchanting tongues 
of many falſe prophets, which like 
S$yrens , fore-runne their ruine, or 
like Zim and Ghimbreath nothing 
but defo!a: ion. Compare and oppoſe 
on the one ſide their devour humi- 
lity , ambitious, with the diſeaſed 
woman in the Gofpe/, to kifſe the 
hemme of our Savioxrs garment: 
ou” 
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our ſapercilious pride ready to cru- 
Citic »g2in Chriſt in his members,& 
crowne him with a buſh of thornes; 
Their zealous tervency panting and 
breathing with David for the ſweet 
ſprings of comfort and conſolation; 
our comemptuous ſenſuality with 
the murmuring /[rae/ires in the de- 
ſert, loathing the wholeſome Yar 
za, and foode of our foules - Their 
religious charity willing with the 
very doggcs to licke the ſoares of 
pining Zazarxs ; our uncharitable 
cruelty and reproach of Chrifts Mi- 
nilters, with delicious Drives f{carce 
affording them our Gatcs for ſuc- 
cour, Herecould I with ſome mo- 
deſt Hpofropeſss would ſecretly fug- 
gcſt, and whiſper to cach mans con- 
ſcience that judgement, which my 
diſcourſe tcares almoſt ro pro- 
nounce, yet our finnes deſerve. 
Bur in ſpight of my infirmities, 
or 
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or mens pretumprion, the conſe» 
quence will needes tollow iis un» 
doubted premiſles; and where to 
my former propoſition , ftampt 
by God himſclfe, by truth and 
evidence , our owne conſcience 
addes an aſſumption, what cun- 
ning Sophiſter can ſhut out the 
concluſion 2 Bur caſting mine eyes 
on this faire aſſembly , mee thinkes 
I ſtand as the Prophet Balaam a- 
midſt the Lords Army, inforced to 
turne my bitternefle into bleſling; 
at lealt as an indulgent Phifitian to 
ſweeten out this pill of Indgement 
to your digeſtion. Can any peo- 
ple plead more exemprion than the 
ſonnes of the Church ? or any pre- 
ſcription give more immunity than 
the Charter of the Chriſtians? Was 
not populous ry ſpacious enough 
to ſhut out this »-A//i/es, nor the Re- 
gions round about large enough to 
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bound up the mouth of 1#ftice, or 
blunt the edge of Execution : 
but mult Zoxdox with her Siſter- 
Citties of great Brs:aine ſtand the 
puſh of this arraignement, and 
ſubmit themſelves to fo ſtri& an 
examination? How ready here is 
flcſh and blood with Jonas to fly 
from the judgement which is in 
the middle way attending it ; or 
with the ſubtile Sepes by ſtirring 
the ſtreame to avoyde danger. 
Some righteous Lot 1s alwayes 
expeted to come betwixt fla- 
ming Sodome and threatned Zoar, 
with this paſſionate petition ; 
This Citty 1s neare to fiye unto, 
and it is a little one, O let 
mee eſcape thither, ( js it not a 
little one? ) and my foule ſhall 
live. 

But the verdi& is given up, and 
the fat is evident; Law muſt 
proceed 
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proceede ; Iuſtice difdaines all 
encounters bur a clcare Conſct- 
ence; and bootlefle it is to 
hide thoſe finnes from our owne 
cenſure , which ſye open to Gods 
judgement. W hat ingenuous ſtran- 
ger, from the face of this! populous 
and (tately Citty, will promiſe him« 
ſelfe lefle mw feos. in Religion, 
than hee findes advantages of 
meanes ; or in other places expe& 
greater, where hee ſees lefſe encou- 
ragement? The huge Bulke of your 
ſtately Churches, and number of 
your Preachers ; the free and fre. 
quent uſe and practiſe cf Religious 
exerciſes ; theſtrit forme of your 
diſcipline ; the due adminiſtration 
of Inſtice ; the wholeſomeneſle of 
your lawes, are all able to burthen 
each inans exp<Aation, and make 
every mans hopes as prodigall as his 
ezes ; ſhould I ſctin view of theſe 
gracious 
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gracious indowmetirs the diſpeo» 
pled Cirtties of our n=-1ghbour-coun- 
tries, waſted with ſword & famine: 
their Paltors chaſ..d away,or Naugh- 
tered in theſtreets,, the freeuſe of 
the Goſpe/ prohibited , Idolatry and 
ſuperſtition under paine of death 
commanded? Should d I uſher your 
remembrance through the large 
field of Germany.and theadjoyning 
Territories; and ſhew you as ina 
Map of deſolation, their houtcs ra- 
zed, their vineyards ſpoyled , their 
corne fields conſumed,their bounds 
altered , their right uſurped, and 
their very ground it ſelf(as it were ) 
yct panring under the hoofes of 
armed horſes, and inſulting enc- 
mics: who would not admire in 
their penury , what we neglect in 
our picnty?and hold their very imi- 
ration more praiſe-worrthy than our 
examplc?I amnohumourous trave- 
lour 


| 
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affet no flowers,but fuch as grow in 


a forraine garden:yet from the im- 
provement of our Neighbours 
poore ſtocke, and good husbandry, 
might weextrat ſome good argu- 
ment of perſwaſion to awaken our 
own induſtry.Canwe with patience 
behold them gleaning a few eares 
of Corne from the ſhort ſtubble, & 
can weſleep amid(t the full ſheaves 
ofa plentifull harveſt ? Can we be- 
hold them plowing up the barren 
loyle, to extort from Fer needy en» 
trailesa ſmall crop of knowledge 
and Religion?and ſhal] we ſuffer our 
fruitfull vineyard fo often watered 
with the dew of heaven, and plane 
ted byſo many skilfull Gardners, 
to groane under ungratefull 
Bryars, and ſtarve for want of 
hnsbandry ? Their ſtraw 1s taken 
from them by their cruell Taske- 
Maſters, yer with the poore ſraelirs 

D n 
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ine/£gypt they are inforced to make 
Brick. All materialls are ſupplied 
us towards the ergtion of the Lords 
houſe,and ſhall our induſtry be only 
wanting to our {elves ? What more 
could the Lord doe unto his Vine- 
yard than hee hathalready perfor 
med? Hath he nothedged it, plan- 
red it, dreſſed it,and built a Wines 
preſſein it ? and ſhall allour fruits 
prove wilde grapes in the gathe- 
ring, or the Wine ſhrinke inthe 
vintage ? If the example of our 
friends cannot ſtirre up Imitation. 
or cheeque our ſlugoith ditpoſiti- 
on; let our very Enemics thame our 
backwardneſlc, & in{trut us in our 
duties. See wee nor our faction; 
Romaniſts to compaſſe Sea & Land 
to make Proſelites;and ſhall we ſit- 
tingathoine in our houſcs , ſhutour 


doores againſt the entrance of 


Chriſts Meſſengers ? Shall the Peſ#- 


its 
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ts like thoſe mighty ſonnes of 
eAnakcome againlt us with their 
overſtudied Impoſtures, and ſabtile 
(tratagems , rather to tyre our in- 
duſtry , than refute our grounds, 
and ſhall we it in the Market place 
all the day idle , chuſing rather to 
buy their trifles , than make fale 
of our owne ſufficiency? Shall all 
the Coffers and Cabbinets of that 
Babylonith Strumpet bee enhanced 
to furniſh their expedition ? Shall 
Rome di{robe her ſelfe of her bra« 
veries, and the dies expoſe their 
unknowne treatures 1n the defence 
of their eAntichriſtian Hierarchie? 
ind fha!] we ſuffer the Worthies of 
our Charch tor want of encourage- 
112nt,or MEAanes , like Oftriches tg 
oury their negiefted Egges in the 
land of obſcurity , for the earthto 
ripen,or the <unne to quicken? O 
velovcd,theſe are matters that will 

I) 2 no 
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no leſſc riſe up to our condemnati« 
on, than Tyre and Sydox againſt 
Bethſaidaand (horazin : More pro- 
pitious ſhall Sodome and Gomorrah 
tinde the day of judgement than 
Capernanm the pride of Paleſtine, 
as ſhee which having receaved bet- 
ter meanes of recovery , had mar- 
ched further in the broad way of 
impicty. Their contempt of Chriſt 
above oursof Chrifs Miniſters, can 
chalienge no greater precedence or 
diſproportion, Hee that deſpiſeth 
ou ( faithour Saviowr , ſpeaking 
of his Meſſengers and Apoſtles, ) 
deſpiſeth me: Which leads our dit- 
courſe to the next point propounded 
to our Conſideration , the things 
wherein Tyre and Sydox were com- 
pared to Bethſaidaand Chorazin to 
wit,thc contempt of Chri/ts works, 
and impenitence, 
13. Contempt , and [mpenitency, 
even 
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even in the ſmalleſt matters are ac- 
counted (innes of the greateſt 
moment, as thoſe which ſeeme to 
ſtand in rearmes of defiance with 

3w, ond dare [#ſtice to doe her 
worlt, This wicked diſpoſition 
found our Savionr jn the inhabitants 
of Bethſaida and Chorazm,whichir 
{eemes be ſaw wanting in 7 yreand 
Sydo»; inclination: He found the 
contempr of his perſon, the con- 
tempt of his words & miracles ; hee 
found the contempt of his Lawes 8 
Commandements , the contempt of 
his facred courteſies- And leaſt 
they might ſeceme to oweany 
favour to -Repentance, or recant 
wickedneſſe , they are taught ro 
perſevere in ſinne, and ſhutupall 
the progreſle of their Contemp- 
tuous behaviour , with hardneſſe 
of heart.and obſtinate impenitence- 
Hence our $4viowr firſt ſends after 
D 3 them. 
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them asa {wift purſevant, the woe 
of Commination to ſummon them 
to judgement; then delivers them 
over to ruine and defiruttion , as 
the ſpeedy executioners of his ven- 
geance. As if hee would thereby 
copie out unto us this infa}lible ob- 
{crvation: That 2mpenitenceand con- 
rempr of {hriſts word and workes 
arc ſeconded by his heavy indigna- 
tion , and mens certaine punith» 
ment. Should 1 inthe large Thea- 
tre of worldly changes, ſhew the 
hand of Gods vengeance in the 
wounds of his rebellious Enemies : 
Should I draw the Curtaine, and 
open to your eyes at once all the 
ſad ſpeacles of pride, and Goar 
indignation : Should antiquity com- 
municate her ſtore to Memory , and 
Hiſtory expoſe all her treaſure to 
obſervation ? The whole world 
would {ceme the Scene, and the be- 
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inning and end of time the bounds, 
Time,which hath ſeene the riſe & 
tall of many puiflant and famous 
Empires , the erection and decay 
of man y [tate] y Trophies , the great- 


neſſe and conſu{tjon of many magnis, 


fcent nations : Time,which in his 
valte gulfe hath {wailowed up all 
former ages, and for the moit part 
envied them ſtory ; hath notwith- 
ſtanding almoſt every where left 
ſome regiſter or other of Gocls 
heavy wrath again(t mans impeni- 
rent rebellion. What one Chapter 
almolt ſhall wee finde in the facred 
volume of the Prophets, which up- 
braides not 7/are! with Gods bene- 
fits,and mans ingratitude;and makes 
not their own perverſeneſſethe im- 
mediate Vaunt-currior of his ven- 
cance ? Had Time cancelled all 
er records , and bequeathed to po- 
ſterity no monument, but her owne 
D 4 loſles, 
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toſies;it would ſeem a book where- 
in the CharaQters of Gods anger and 
mans ſinne are every w: ere legible. 
The ſcattered ruines of that ſome» 
time choſen generation , groaning 
as yet under the worlds fcorne and 
their owne calamity , carry (as it 
werc) ingraven in their forcheads 
the fatall markes of Gods curſe , and 
their own infidelity. And that pro- 
miſed land , wherewith as with a 
ſecond Eden, God ſometimes enri- 
ched thole ſcnnes of diſobedience, 
ſhewes her face to this age no 
otherwiſe than as an unpeopled wil- 
dernefſe;expoſed to fruitleſſe ſteri- 
lity, & pagan uſurpation, /er«/alem, 
thar Sceptred Citty, whoſe bo. 
ſome had cheriſhed ſo many king- 
ly Prophets, what other Monument 
hath ſhee conſecrated ro poſterity, 
than the exampleot her own ſhame? 
that hee which fometimes as the 
bright 
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bright ſtarre of the Eaſt ſhone to the 
Nations terrour and the worlds ad» 
miration , ſtands now as ablazing 
Comet in the worlds eye, to threa- 
ten our ſecurity, Should I lead your 
remembrance through the gates of 
that beſteged Citty, and place your 
affections in the fad theater of deſo- 
lation; your paſſion might perhaps 
exccede my deſcription , yet fall 
ſhort of their calamity, Thoſe 
beantious buildings wherein peace 
ſometimes had placed her Taber- 
nacle, behold now circled with a 
band of Romans,and threatned with 
invaſion. Thoſe ſeemely ftreets, 
wherein Pride was wont to ſtrut 
in oftentation , now become a 
Shambles of civil} Butchery. Thoſe 
populous houſes , wherein plenty 
had ſethcrſtore , made now a prey 
to the hungr7 jawes of pining ſcar- 
city, That pleaſant ayre, wherein 

Ni on) 
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millions had beene cheriſhed , now 
overſpread with the royſonous 
vapours of peſtiient contagion. That 
facred fancuary , wherein the Kine 
of Kings had ſet his rclt; now a 
Brothel| houſe proſtiture to all im- 
piety. Bc chold and ſce with griefec 
and wonder,here rhe ſprawling In- 
fants tofled on the pikes of re- 
morſlcfle ſouldiers : There age and 
ſickneile , gaſping in the ſtreers in 
vaine for pitty. Here a miſerable 
Myriam ſacrificing her fonne to fa- 
mine,making tne wombe of her in- 
creaſe,the toombe of her poſterity. 
There an outragious blood-honnd, 
dragoing ſoine diſronſolable wide 
dow byher diſheviiled haires. Here 
blazing Comets , and fignes from 
Heaven , the apparcnt "markes ol 
anzer ; There prodigies and wor- 
ders of the carth, the forerunners ct 
fearc and deſolation. All theſe ca- 
Iamit1:? 
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lamities notwithſtanding, the high» 
eſt pitch of miſery , which either 
hiſtory conld aſcend, or nature ſuf- 
fer, is by our Saviezr termed but 
the beginning of forrowes, Hell 
and the graveare ready to receive 
them , where worldly vexation 
leaves them. Sinne and ſecurity 
which have thus far dragged them 
to the Barre of Gods judgement,ne. 
ver ſhakes them off till execution, 
Thatpromiſed (ced , which ſhould 
have becn the prime gueſt at the 
Lords Table, are now the lealt in 
bis afeion , while the ſcattered 
anc de{pited Gentiles { as it were) 
froin the hedges and high waies are 
invited home to his ſacred banquet. 
Asit hee would ſhew us ina viſion 
Ms Apolties ſhaking off the dutt 
of their feet, as an Evidence of 
the Zewes conteimpr, and turning tc 
the Gentiles, Theic are the poore 
witncls 
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witneſſes of Chriſt , in whole op- 
poſed wants and miſcries, they 
might well reade their owne finne 
and condemnation. W hich leades 
our obſervation to the third and 
lalt point, which 1s the effe&t and 
conſequence which ſhould have 
followed Chrifts workes , had they 
becne wrought among the 7 yrians 
and Sydonians, 

14. Therepentance of the T yri= 
ans and Sydonians offers it ſelfe un- 
to us, under a threefold confidera- 
tion. Firlt, our Saviorrs forclight 
ſuppoſed to bee the ground of his 
Pyediftion, Secondly, the cauſe, out 
of which Grace and Repertance are 
uſually ingendred in the fonnes of 
the Church. Thirdly , the manner 
of their repentance, to wit, in Sack- 
cloth and Afes, Tobegin with the 
firſt, wee muſt obſerve that out of 
this conditiogate repentance of the 
| T prians 
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T yrians and Syadonians, a ground is 
rather ſonghr, than found by our 
adverſaries the /e/#ites , to eſtabliſh 
a certaine middle kinde of know» 
ledgein Almighty God, and free 
will in man. God (ay they ) con- 
ditionally fore-ſaw at the offer of 
ſuch meanes as the 7ewes contemp= 
tuouſly rejected,the Tyriansand Sy- 
donians converſion. Theobjet(as 
the Schoolemen generally conſent } 
of Gods natural and firſt knowledge, 
termed Scientia fmplics intelligens 
tie, comprehends the Jatitude of 
things paſt, preſent , and to come ,as 
they preſent themſelves oneiy in 
poſſibility, The ſecond, of free 
knowledge depending onely on his 
decree;termed by the Schoolemen, 
Scientia viſions , 18 the preſcience 
of things abſolutely and neceſſarily 
decreed to cometo paſſe. Siththen 
the converſion of the 7yria»s and 
Rage: S rdonians 
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Srdonians , which God foreſaw 
ſhould att&d his works:;had he there 
ated the, went beyond a meer poſ- 
bility ofbeing,yet came ſhort of an 
ad{olute exiſtencs : a preſcience 
icemes to bee granted fomewhat 
more thanthe former , yet lcflethan 
the latter;by which conditionate e- 
vents are forcleene of Goa. To this 
we may briefly anſwer with ſome 
of our {1de,that the Scientia viſion: 
comprehends not onely ſuch things 
as are abſolutely to come to paſle, 
butalſo ſuch things as might flow, 
and proceed out of the eAttnall der 
eree made out ofthis, or that con- 
dition thereunto annexed. For al- 
though properly there bee no de- 
cree of God of condiriona!l things 
mreſpet of the att it ſelfe; yet 

may there be granted a Cc::41no7a; 
decree in reſpeRof the objet : £0 
that the decyze of 7d may vec con- 
ered 
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ceitedtwo waics ; either for a for- 
mall and explicate ordination, or 
appointment; orelfe ior animpli- 
cate or virtual], which is groun- 
ded on another decree. Now con- 
cerning future contingent things , 
which never come to paſle ,. there 
is given nota formall but a virtual! 
decree of ſuch rhings , to wit, 
which ſhould exiſt, if this or that 
condition were adjoyned, Such a 
decree it was to be cunccaved , out 
of which our Saviour, hypothe: 
tically, foreſaw the converlion and 
repentance of theſe Cirties, and not 
vut of the uſe of their free- will , as 
they erroniovily imagine. Bur 
truth never wants an adverfary to 
oppole,or errour a {ubtility to con- 
tradict: If God (tay our Jeſuites) 
foreiayv raetr converſion, and there- 
on decreed toannex unto his mira- 
cles a faving and prevenient Grace, 

what 
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what force ſhall we finde in our S4- 
viowrs exprobration ? Either God 
foreſaw the repentance of the 7 yri- 
ans and Sydonians,and the perverle- 
neſſeof the Tewes,as emergent from 
the fruits of their owne free-wills; 
or elſe he fore-knew in his conditi- 
onall decree the ſupply of grace 1n 
the one, and the want ofirinthe 
other, If yee grant the former, what 
barre ſhall we ſet againſt free- will, 
and Sctentia media which wee celta» 
bliſh? If the latter, what advantage 
of meancs and opportunity could 
the /ewes challenge beyond the T y- 
Trans and 5 "ydonians ? and what rea- 
ſon had our Saviory to upbraid thc 
one with the others conditionate 
converſion? The ground of our afſer- 
tion is yet unſhaken - Certaine it 1s, 
that neither of both could of them. 
ſelves lift themſelves into the bo- 
ſome of Geds mercy,without ſuper. 
Natural 
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naturall and prevenient grace; yet 
might the contempt of thoſe offred 
meanes, and abuſe of free-will in 
mora]l a&tions,prove a greater barre 
to the one than the other. No man 
canclimbe the ſtaires!of faith and 
repentance withouta divine hand 
to ſupport and guide him: Yet is 
hisowne naturall concupiſcence of 
force ſufficient to preſſe him down- 
ward towards the gulph of Perditi- 
on. What ſhould hinder then 
our Savior (hrift upbraidingly ta 
oppoſe the Tyrians and Sydonians 
conditionate repentance, to the 
7ewes (tift-necked,and obdurate ob- 
ftinacy; fith the former had lefſe 
{:fabled themſelves from the ac- 

ceptance of Gods favours;the others 

had maliciouſly caſt a blocke in that 


. hway which ſhould leade them to 


Salvation? Should two young Stw- 


. [dents ſtand in competitionsfor ſome 


pre« 
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ron the one perchanceneg* 
tzeatin his former exerciſe , and 
diffolutein his bekaviour; the other 
diligent in hisſtudics, and civill in 
his converſation 2 W hatingenuous 
Governour would not rezet and 
diſcountenance the one, encourage 
and advance the other ? Not that 
Either of himſelf he was able to 
worke out or deſerve his owne Im- 
munity ; but thatthe one had im- 
proved his abilities to the beſt ad- 
vantage, the other by negligence 


had ſhut himſelfe from his owne| 
promotion, Thus farre might wee| 
an{wer our ſworne enemies the /c«| 
ſuitesat their owne weapons , and| 
make the mint of Schoole dwvinity| 


to ſerve better for our defence, 
than their aſſault, But why ſhould 
we ſhewour ſelves ſo curious, w ith 
the Iſraelites to runncunto the P44 


&/tines to have our ſwords ſharp * 


nad 


2 6, or Warning peecs, 


$3 
ned? The propriety and phraſe of 
ſpeech, wherein the Spirit of Goa 
uſually accommodates himſclfe to 
our underſtanding , might ſutfict. 
ently cleer this place from any ſuch 
perplext ſubtility , and take away 
that ground whereon they (trive to 
cred their Babe! of popitſh forgery. 
But had theſe Sophifters in uſing the 
authority of holy writ, been as ſin- 
cere as {ubtile, they would not (like 
Chymicks out of their 1ettals ) have 
laboured to extratt out of the Text 
whar God and nature never meant; 
nor underſtood theſe words other- 
wiſe than as a pathetick exprobra- 
tion; wherein by the Tyrians and 
$1donians,arude & negleted peos 
ple,hee taxed the ewes negletin 
hearing his ſacred Sermons , and 
obſerſerving his mighty miracles, 
Which being the chiefcit cauſes 
and forc runners of grace and 
repentance, 
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repentance , offer themſelves in 


the next place ro our conſiderati. 
on. 

15.Thedore of Repentance which 
opens unto us the ſvieet aſpe of 
Gods mercy,is faſtned on two hin- 
ges, whereof the firſt 1s Go4s pre» 
venientgrace, which difates unto 
our underſtanding the myſteries of 
the Divine Law, and workesour 
willunto obedience. The ſecond 
are thoſe outward means preſented 
by opportune occaſions to our Ex- 
terior ſenſes, ready to ſecond the 
firſt converſion. This latter ſtands 
againe indebted to two helpes , to 
wit, the preiching of the Word 
and Doctrine , as the true evidence 
of our faith ; and the guift of Mira- 
cles as the ſcale of confirmation, 
Theſe ſacred meanes of Grace and 
Repentance in a plentitull manner;as 


It were proſtituted to the ſews con.| 


tempt 
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tempt , and that contempt obvious 
ro our S4aviowrs obſervation, (econ- 
ded by his heavy commimation, may 
eaſily expreſle the horror and guilt 
of wilfall impenitence, and ſhew 
how many judgements of God as 
ſo many ſwift Purſnevants ſtand in 


readineſſe to follow the negle&t of 


his facred meanes and miniltry. And 
howlſoever the 7ewes amoneſlt other 
Nations,ſeeme to (tand higheſt in 
Gods indignation, asno ſooner con- 
firmed by his firſt patent, the firſt 
lonnes of his adoption ; bur for- 
feiting their prerogative by unna« 
rurall contempt and baſe ingrati- 


tude : yet cannot we, the heires of 


his ſecond choiſe,boaſt our ſelves of 
agreater liberty, nor challenge an 
immunity from this {tri obligati- 


on, The cleare Sun-ſhine of the 


GoFþell confined for a time to their 
hemyſpheare,hatl: enlarged his in- 
fluence 
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Auence from Eaſt to Weſt; and the 
found of Gods word, ( the partition 
wall broken downe-) is found to 
have diipcrſcd it felfe to all Nati- 
ons, Whence we have {cenerhem 
dilinherited by their owne wilfull 
diſobedience ; and can weerepoſe a 
greater affiance in Gods favours, 
than our owne penitent inclination 
dares to juſtific ? Thinke you thoſe 
on whom the Towre of $1/h te'], 
are grcater {inners than all the reſt? 
I tell you nay , but unicfle yeere- 
pent, you ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 

This may teach evcry true Chrilti- 
an not to ſtand upon terimes of capi- 
tulation with Gods juſtice, neither 
to forc{low the time, or ſlacke our 
duty; but by a 1.ajonable rcpen- 
tance to prevent our puniſhment, 
and by our proſtrate hu:militic abate 
the edge of G 0D S indignation, 
Which calis to mine two otiicr 
4 1! 
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circumſtances lefras yet to our ex- 
»n [amination in the 7yriars and Sydo- 
»1ans penitency. 1. The #1me that 
they would have repeted , /ong 479e. 
2, The manner, to wit, in fackcloth 
andaſhes,of which a few words ; as 
:me ſhall give permiſſion. 

16. The conveniency of time, & 
lecency of manner , are the chicteſt 
ircumitances to ſeaſon an appro- 
ed ation, For Pety,the Mother 
f good workes , no longer feemes 
er (ele, than when ſhee gocs hand 
n hand with Diſcretion ; by whom 

eeis (hill directed, as well how, 
3 wherein to diſpoſe and improve 
er indultry to the belt approbati- 
n. If all civill actions elſe ſeeme to 
challcnge intercſt in this grace of 
Times opportunacy , and decent 
nanner of preſ{cnting the objedt to 
cceptance. how much more ſtands 
;cr the duty of repentance engaged to 
I ſnack 
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fuchcircumſtances wherein 41iſery 
as aſhamedof her (clfe, is enforced 
to addrefle it ſelfe to Gods mercy; 
and guilty finnes ſtand to bee ar- 
raigned before Gods high Majeſty ? 
If Chorazin and Bethſaida in the 
firſt infancy of Chrifianiry had 
beene found ſo faire ( 9wr/hined by 
Tyre and Sydon, )had Chriſts works 
beene there ſhewne to theiraccep- 
tance; how farre ſhall theſe 7yri- 
ans and Sydorians, ſetin the ſcale 
withus , out-waigh our endeavour, 
and overpoyze our husbandry ? 
They had repented long agoe , and 
prevented Gods hcavy juigement 
with a ſcafonable and ſweet con- 
verſion, Long have the armes of 
his mercy beene open to embrace: 
the firſt motions of our untoward 
inclination. Long ſince have the 
knowledge of our Saviuurs miracles 
and Sermons , the daily Mimitc: 


LAM 
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of : his Preachers, given ſufficient 
evidence of his extraordinary love, 
and abuſed patience. Long ſince 
have his correftions and puniſh- 
ments, as the meflengers of his 
wrathfull diſpleaſure , fummoned 
our ſlacknefle to his Court of /»ſtices 
famine and peſtilence have long 
ſince ſcaled your Citty walls; death 
and deſolation have rid in tryumph 
in yonr ſtreets: the hideous cry of 
the fatherlefle children, and child- 
lefle fathers, have pierced deep into 
your eares. The rumour of warre, 
and feare of invaſion: awak't your 


Neepy ſecurity, and armed you to 


prevention. And is this (beloved) 
atime to procraftinate our repen- 
tance, and treſpaſſe further on his 
pI Stand wenot already(be- 
oved ) at the barre of his juſtice, 
expectingevery howre, the giving 
up of the werdif, and the fata:l 

E ſen- 
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ſentence of Condemnation ? And 
can webe ſo ſenceleſlſe to play with 
death, and ſtake Heaven againſt 
Hell, & buy a minutes ſpace of plea- 
ſure with a perpetuall and datclefle 
durance of damnation? The lealt 
mites of our ſinnes ſummoned up 
together, will ſwell intoan infinite- 
and more than the highelt folly 
would it ſeem inus, to run farther 
on this ſcore, when cnough 1s caſt 
up. already to condemne us. No 
minute of our lives but addes ſome 
{cruple to the waight of our tranſ- 
greſſions; and what pufte of breath 
paſſeth from our mouthes , which 
ſteales not away ſome touch of our 
integrity : What can to morrow 
—_— more than the preſent 

oure: or Whercin ftindes Religion 
Icfſe improvement, than in fruitleſle 
procraſtination ? Some boiſterous 
hand of violent difaſter may crack 
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or turne our houre-glaſſe, ere the 
ſands are halfe, ſpent ; or the time 
of our P:lgrimageſlip away crewee 
begin to calculate the motion. Ser4 
eft in fundo Parfmonia: He that too 
ſloone beginns to ſpend, fhall roo 
late be taught to {pare - And he 
that ſets his Sa/»atio» on one and 
the laſt caſt, is fure to hazard all; 
but uncertain to win 2ny. To day 
if you will hear the Zords voyce, 
harden not your hearts ; but bring 
forth fruit worthyRepenrance,Here- 
in the inclination of the Tyrians and 
$ydomans foreicen of our Saviouy, 
might trace you out the way, or 
with their ſuppoſed induſtry (up- 
braided to Berth/aida and { horazin } 
ſhame your contempr , or corre 
your neg)igence; They had repented 
long agve, Neither was it altogether 
ſonotable in the Tyrians and Sydo- 
»ians, that they thould with a ready 

hand 
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hand catch at opportunity , and at 
firſt call of Gods = and ſpirit 
awake contrition, had they not (e- 
conded and ſeaſoned their contrite 
foules, groaning under the heavy 
wetrght of ſinne, with devout humi- 
lity « and that not only conceaved 
in the inward mind, bur expreſſed 
in the outward fignes and emblems, 
of Sackcloth and Aſhes. 

I7, Humility is the firſt ſtone in 
the ground- work of Gods Temple: 
the firſt ſtep by which we aſcend 
the throne of his ſacred mercy; the 
firſt round of Jacobs ladder, b 
which, like Angels, our ſoules clim 
upto God in Heaven; and his holy 
Spirit deſcends to us on earth. The | 
ſoile wherein this 'hearb of grace 
roots it ſelfe, is the heart of a true 
Chriſtian , whence it derives and 
ſpreads his branches outwardly. in 
our Extcripur actions and — 
an 
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and expreſſes it ſelfe in ſuch formes 
and weedsas are conſonant to God? 
preſcript,and the ſincerity of our af- 
fetion, This inw ard ſorrow & outs 
ward humiliation,have the ancient 
Fathers and Patriarks expreſſed in 
Sackcloth and Aſhes, as Emblemes 
of contririon; ſo pleaſing unto God, 
that in Keprobates themlelves, 
though not cft<Auall to Salvation, 
it hath been found {ometimes fo 
farre accepred, asinitfelte it was 
ſincere: As we read of Achab that 
God ſpared him for his humiliation. 
In his repentance he ſthewed nor 
himſelfe an Hypocrite, though hee 
came not home to the Marke : He 
was true and fincere ; thongh not 
perfe&t and conſtant; and therefore 
loithe not his reward , though he 
obtained not his end. The like may 
weread of Nizeveh. whoſe con- 
*rition, Without doubt totall and 
= ze 
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94 Fethſaida's and (horazins 
perfe in a few, yet unfa'gned (as 
it ſeems) inall, having paſſed ſome 
ſepps of humiliation, though not 
aſcended the higheſt pirch of true 
Repentance; wrought notwithſtand- 


ing ſo mach good in Gods favour, 


as the ſuſpenſion of puniſhment, 
and their Cicties preſervation, 
Hence may every. good Chriſtian 
inforce his conſcience , with what 


good advice our Church hath or- 


deyned theuſe of kneeling, faſting, 
and-outward penance for ſinne, as 
that which in ſome meaſure hath 
alwaies been found acceptable in 
Goas fight; as the complement 
of our devotion,. and the moſt de- 
cent formality in our practiſe of jpi- 


ety. The body can be no more want-- 


ing to the ſoule, than the handmaid 
to her Miftreſein accompliſhment 
' ofhirholy ſervice: Wherein huw- 
locver cyaicr party with all his fa- 
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| cultics have deſigned and limi-ed 
j out their ſeveral] and diſtin otti- 
ces; yetas fo many lines directed 
| to one centre, ticy ought all ro 
meetin the happy period of Goa- 


| gracious «favour , the only. cauſc 


and groundwork of our ſalvation. 
To which unſpeakable bliſſe and 
Glory prepared for the E/ett in 

Chrs#,the Lord for his mercydire& 
| l - . 
our devotion, for the merits of his 
deare Sonne; to whom with the Fa 
ther,and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed 

all honour, glory, might and 
mazelty now & for cvcr, 
e Amen, 
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